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Saving Grace

In  early March, a
concerned citizen found
an imperiled baby tapir,
estimated to be about a
month old, near La
Gracia Village in the Cayo
District. A wildfire had
swept through the area,
and amid the chaos, this
tiny calf was found alone,

her mother nowhere in
sight. Her  rescuer
reached out to the Belize
Wildlife & Referral Clinic
so the tapir calf could
get the urgent care she
needed. Once stabalized,
she made her way to the
Belize Zoo where she will
grow up in a safe and
loving environment.
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Rescue & Rehab Roundup

Hooked, Healed, Homebound

A Mesoamerican Slider was found with a
fishing hook embedded deep in its
mouth.  QOuch! Fortunately, Donald
McKnight from the Savannah Field
Station rushed the slider to BWRC. After
successfully  removing the  hook,
intensive care, and months of recovery,
this resilient turtle is preparing to return
to the wild.
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Mesoamerican slider shortly after being
brought to BWRC.

Hotline Hero

When a Mussurana snake appeared on
someone’s property, their first instinct
wasn't fear—it was curiosity. Thanks to
the Belize Wildlife Emergency Hotline,
they received expert advice and safely
relocated the snake to a more suitable
habitat. This successful outcome is a

perfect example of how community
outreach and quick education can save
both wildlife and peace of mind.

Massurana snakes are non-venemous, but
eqt venemous snakes.

Sticky Situation

A tiny Pygmy Owl was brought to BWRC
by the Belize Forest Department after
being found stuck in a glue trap. The owl
lost vital feathers but is now stable and
receiving care. With time and support,
we hope to see it return to the skies.

Glue traps aimed at eradicating rats and
mice often unintentionally harm wildlife.




Get Involved
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CHENECENGE

MAYA MOUNTAIN & CONSERVATION FUNDRAISING

Race Dates: June 18-22nd, 2025
Registration Deadline: April 30th

The Maya Mountain & Conservation
Ultra Challenge is Belize's first Ultra
Marathon for Conservation! Conquer the
hills, challenge your limits, and run (or
hike) with purpose in a race that's more
than just miles-- it's a mission filled with
beautiful nature.

Individuals or relay teams will make their
way through the idyllic Maya Mountains
and the Pine Ridge Forest reserve,
aiming to complete ~250 km in 4 days.
The race will include sites like: 1000 ft
falls, Big Rock Falls, Rio On Pools, Bald
Hills, Rio Frio Cave, and many more
iconic sites.

Internships

Wildlife Medicine and Conservation
internships are open year-round for pre-
vet, veterinary, and vet-tech students.
Interns  participate in  the daily
operations at BWRC, both in the clinic,
and in the field, and develop clinical skills
including  patient  intake,  physical
examinations, compiling medical ...

... records, diagnoses, diagnostic testing
and interpretation, and selecting and
administering appropriate treatments.

Interns play a vital role in supporting the
day-to-day operations of BWRC.

Open Enrollment Courses

Wildlife Medicine & Conservation
December 29, 2025 - January 7, 2026

An introduction to wildlife medicine and
conservation in the neo-tropics. Learn
about key issues and approaches, the
role  of a veterinarian in wildlife
conservation, zoo medicine, and wildlife
rescue & rehabilitation. Students visit
several wildlife rescue, rehabilitation and
conservation projects and centers
around Belize and the region.




The Rescue Network

Wildlife Ambassador Training

During March, the Belize Wildlife
Ambassador (WAP) Training program
trained 88 new wildlife ambassadors!
The Wildlife Ambassador Program is a
FREE outreach and educational program
aimed at decreasing human-wildlife
conflict and illegal wildlife trade by
providing law  enforcement  and

community members with capacity
building, tools, and response ability.
Participants learn about One Health
issues and approaches that balance
human, animal, and environmental
health.

The 88 new wildlife ambassadors
include 33 students from Sacred Heart
Junior College, 19 members of Scout
Troop 27, tour guide students, and a
handful of individuals.

Welcome to BWRC, Max!

Joining the team from just around the
bend in Camalote Village is a committed
environmentalist, community organizer,
educator, and long-time advocate of the
BWRC, Maximilian Rahm. Max is a
wildlife Ambassador and, we are
pleased to say, our new One Health
Educator. Max brings knowledge, know-
how, and motivation to this position. His
love of the environment and strong
belief in the people of Belize will be a
great addition to our team.
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Back to the Trees

Found cold, ant-covered, and barely
alive, this baby squirrel arrived at BWRC
with the odds stacked against her. After
weeks of intensive care and steady
growth, she's now thriving—and ready to
return to the treetops where she
belongs. A tiny fighter with a big future
ahead!

Upper: Baby squirrel shortly after being
brought to BWRC in critical condition.
Lower: Squirrel in her rehabilitation
enclosure as she prepares for release.

Too Hot to Handle

During recent wildfires and extreme
heat, a disoriented Mexican Hairy
Porcupine wandered into human
territory in search of safety. Thanks to
quick action by compassionate

community members, she was rescued.

We are thrilled to announce that she has
been safely released and returned to
the forest. A gentle reminder that even
small acts of kindness can make a big
difference.

Mexican Hairy Porcupine huddled in a
hollow log as she prepares for release.
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